Suggestive Therapeutics magazine loses its
second-class postal rate
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In mid-1900, Suggestive Therapeutics magazine
It is alleged that the special ¢cbmplaint against the Nevada i i
institution is that pcrsonall attcntionpis not givcn to each and was ruled to have violated the requirements for
every applicant for absent treatment. o receiving the discounted second-class postal rate
Our readers will do well to suspend judgment in this matter . .
until the facts are thoroughly known. and was granted a grace period until the end of the
For our part, we have undertaken to sift this matter of the . . -
effectiveness of absent treatment to the bottom. We have year to fulfill its prepald SubSCI‘lptIOIlS. The
arranged to return money if the patient is not benefited at the magazine had come under threat of mail fraud
end of the month’s treatment. We have selected our healer,
and have seen to it that he is not so encumbered with other charges by U.S. Postal Service inspectors
work that he cannot fully attend to the demands of his pa- . . . . .
tients. We have put the cost of treatment down to the lowest following complaints from a rival publication and

possible point, $1 per month, and we have carefully noted the

percentage of failures and successes during the period covering growing scrutiny over 1ts extensive use as a

several months. Our letter files show immense benefit to have promotional vehicle. At the time, postal authorities
been received by patients taking absent treatment, and it is . .

expected that in the near future these records of the Psychic were also actively cracking down on the

Research Company’s experiments in the matter of distant heal-

ing may play an important part in determining the truth or practice of exaggerated claims by practitioners of

falsity of the proposition that health thought is transferable. . .
= esoteric healing

Editorial by Sydney B. Flower on the postal authorities’
investigations into the practice of “absent treatment,”
published in Suggestive Therapeutics, June 1900.

methods and especially the practice of Absent Treatment. While Flower
was promoting the practice in magazine advertisements as an experiment in telepathy it still prompted the postal authorities to
launch a full investigation into the magazine.

The Postal Service had begun a series of high profile investigations into the practice of Absent Treatment with cases open on
the famed mental scientists Helen Wilmans and Sidney A. Weltmer. They had questioned its feasibility, ultimately concluding
that no practitioner could realistically provide the advertised thirty minutes per day per patient given the large volume of
clients they were attracting. Anticipating potential legal action, Flower published an editorial in the June 1900 issue
reaffirming his offer of a full refund to any customer that did not see any benefits from the service. With a further assurance
that the Absent treatment would cease to be conducted, Flower was able to stave off mail fraud charges, but with the magazine
drawing the attention of a full blown investigation it was ultimately discovered by postal authorities that Suggestive
Therapeutics functioned primarily as a promotional outlet for the Chicago School of Psychology. Since the school already had a
magazine, it was deemed ineligible for the discounted second-class mail rate. Without that postal subsidy, the magazine
became economically unviable and, for all practical purposes, ceased operations.

The Star Of The Magi journal prompted the investigation

The investigation into Suggestive Therapeutics magazine was initiated following complaints submitted to postal inspectors by a
competing Chicago publication, The Star of the Magi. Launched in November 1899, it served as the official organ of the
Order of Oriental Magi. Its publisher and editors held titles such as the Supreme Grand Magus, Supreme Grand Preceptor, and
Supreme Grand Vizier. Although the magazine had a brief run, it quickly attracted a New Thought readership interested in
metaphysical subjects. The publication made extensive claims regarding its possession of secret knowledge related to the
"Secret Sciences," Alchemy, Geomancy, Astrology, Magic, Mysticism, Freemasonry, Telepathy, and other esoteric fields. It also
asserted that its order originated during the time of Atlantis.

The Star of the Magi represented the kind of sensationalist metaphysical publication that Parkyn and Flower aimed to counter
within the New Thought movement. Like other journals of its type, it was viewed as appealing to readers prone to exaggerated
or misleading claims. Parkyn and his collaborators like Grumbine’s College sought to redirect that audience toward more
grounded and scientifically framed teachings. In the February 1900 issue of the magazine it featured an ad for the newly
released Mind Reading course from the Psychic Research Company. The advertisement was designed to catch attention with
promises like “Become a mind-reader for free” and “Telepathy is now a proven fact.” It further claimed, “Nothing will give you
so much entertainment as this Course,” and urged readers in bold letters to "SEND NO MONEY," just a postcard with their



name to receive the first lesson and the current copy of Suggestive
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them toward a clearer, more structured understanding of mental '
science. H
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experiments involved sending emotional impressions, naming distant

friends, and using visual aids like the “telepascope” to sharpen
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went after Flower referring to him as “the LL.D. man," and claiming that "on closer T ad as it appeared in the Star of the
acquaintance, proves to be a degenerate cigarette fiend, whom the medical journals and ~ Magi magazine by the Psychic Research
the State Board of Health are after for his open and gross violations of the law, and we  Company, February 1900.

trust the postal authorities will soon stop his fraudulent use of the mails."

Daniels and Flower sue the Star of the Magi editor for defamation

In a textbook act of projection, the Star of the Magi editor accused the Psychic Research Company of the very tactics he himself
was engaged in. The overwhelming response from readers unsettled him, exposing the vulnerability of his own dubious claims
of mystical knowledge and spiritual authority. It threatened to reveal just how little separated his operations from those they



were suddenly eager to denounce. Fearing exposure, he had launched into a tirade of
unhinged, libelous slander, an overreaction that spoke volumes. Flower and Daniels

swiftly responded with a $25,000 defamation suit.

The Star of the Magi editor responds

The editor does not desire to obtrude his
personal affairs into the columns of the
STAR or hurden his readers with a recital
of his private griefs or joys. It is, how-
ever, proper to state the fact, that in pur-
suance of our determination to conduct
the STAR in the interest and for the ad-
vancement of clean occult science and
psychic truth, we necessarily run counter
to the selfish interests of certain imposters
who are in the occult ficld solely for what
money they can make out of it by fake
and false pretence.

Two of these unscrupulous persons, who
are doing business in Chicago under the
name of *‘The Psychic Research (‘om-
pany,’ in their inordinate ignorance and
egotism have conceived the foolish idea
that they can frighten us out of the fleld
or silence our criticism of their * fake ™
schemes.

This unsavory pair of swelled heads
have, therefore. in pursuance of their pur-
pose, looked up the tinancial standing of

|the editor of the STAR, and. finding it
good, conceived the brilliant (?) idea of
‘‘metting a big bunch of his money” by
bringing a libel suit, in the Circuit Court
of this county, claiming $25,000 damage to
a neventy-five-cent reputation on account
of the “ roast** we gave them in our March
number. ’

Of course they do not expect to prose-
cute the suit to a trial, or hope to obtain
a verdict for any such preposterous figure
against the STAR—the colossal *bluff*™
being made with the double purpose of
frightening its editor into keeping silent
and refraining from a complete exposure
of their schemes, and in the hope that he
might get scared at the big figures and
rush to them with i proposal to pay a few
cool hundred in settlement. Vain hope
they will never see a dollar of our money.

The editor of the STAR will be found to
have * thousands for defense. but not &
cent for blackmail.”

This mighty Daniel and his * little faded
Flower’ and their fake schemes are being
written up by the medical, psychic and oc-
cult press both far and wide, and they seem
to enjoy it and flourish upon it. They have
been heard to say:

‘* [tx rood advertising and brinygs us husi-
ness: but we don't want any more of the
kind of advertising Dr. Wood gave us, for
it hurtx, and if the newspapers once get
onto certain facts, and open up on ux, we
will simply be gone.™

Well, boy=. let Dr. Wood give you this
tip: He is older than you and had a thor-
ough newspaper training and experience
while you were playing with rattles and
marbles- - he ix ** o™ dead on—so be careful
how you monkey with the buzz-saw,

Since the foregoing was in type we learn
that the great and only (¥) Sidney Flower,
aliax Haggard. has thought it wix and pru-
dent to leave Chicago for other fields.
Great “ Sid,” why do you desert us so soon
and so sudden? Why has the climate of
Chicago. which has herctofore been so
agreeable and charming to you, recently
become xo warm and unhealthy! Why have
you deserted us before the tight had fairly
begun? Why did you leave your ** Hay-
gard** shadow behind you? Why not take
the tallow (“*Jekyll ') with the ** Hyde™ ¥
We are surprised at your lack of sclf-
control! We shall carefully preserve, as
occult curiosities, the little mementos we
have of you. We hope your honeymoon
will be pleasant in Des Moines; but, ** Sid,™
remember, you are supposed to be married
now; do try and be good, just for a little
while, and don't let the good people of
Des Moines ‘“ get onto your curves.”” It is
a moral town, and it will hardly be safelto
practice there any of the things that even
Chicago does not tolerate.

Editorial in the Star Of The Magi magazine, June 1900

Frauds and Fakes Agaln.

Our spiritual and liberal exchanges have
recently contained detailed accounts of
“tramp mediums” and *‘psychic sensa-
tives.” traveling through Michigan and
other western states, assuming names of
men more or less well known, and getting
diamonds, jewelry and money from confid-
ing dupes, and then skipping out between
two days, etc.

We wish to confess that we have also
been victimized to the extent of inserting
gratuitously in our February number an
advertisement of an alleged * Psychic Re-
search Company,” alius *‘Sydney Flower,
LL.D.," «lius ‘J. V. Daniels,” etc., pur-
porting to teach telepathy, mind reading,
etc., on the well known ‘ something-for-
nothing "*-*‘ catch-'em-and-skin-em*’ plan.
We were deceived into giving this adver-
tisement a place in the STAR without full
investigation because the concern is lo-
cated in our city and claims to be publish-
ing a monthly *‘Journal of Suggestive
Therapeutics,” has an office in a well
known building, and appeared to be doing
an extensive business, employing several
typewriters and advertising extensively—

presumably * working ** other publishers
“as they did us.

The *LL.D.” man, on closer acquaint-
ance, proves to be a degenerate cigarette
fiend, whom the medical journals and the
State Board of Health are after for his
open and gross violations of the law, and
we trust the postal authorities will soon
stop his fraudulent use of the mails.

We feel that an apology is due our read-
ers for the appearance of this advertise-
ment in the STAR, and assure them that it
will not occur again as we propose to
guard our advertising columns with jealous
care and exclude everything that is un-
clean, crooked, or savors of fraud or decep~
tion in any manner, shape or form.

Editorial from the Star of the Magi

magazine from March 190012441

The Star’s reply to the lawsuit was a complete
editorial meltdown. It begins by denouncing Flower
and Daniels as "unscrupulous persons" and "an
unsavory pair of swelled heads....imposters who are
in the occult field solely for what money they can
make out of it by fake and false pretense." The libel

suit, he claimed, was nothing more than a "colossal bluff," a ploy to "get a big bunch of my money" after "looking up my
financial standing" and hoping for a quiet payoff. He mocked the idea outright, declaring, "Vain hope! We have thousands for

defense, but not a cent for blackmail."”

From there, the editor took a sharp turn into bizarre character assassination. He scoffed at the "mighty Daniels and the little
faded Flower," and referred to Flower as "the great and only Sydney Flower, alias 'Haggard'," a jab that Flower was really the
anonymous contributor in Suggestive Therapeutics using the popular monicker. He accused them of being publicity seekers
who "enjoy being written up,” but they didn’t like it when it came from him "because it hurts." He claimed they were just trying
to "cover up their schemes," because they feared that "if the newspapers take a notion to look into us, we are done." He further
taunted Flower for presently being in Des Moines, asking, "Great Sid, why do you run? Is the climate not right for such a
delicate Flower?....Why did you leave your Haggard shadow behind?...."Why not take the Jekyll with the Hyde?" and added
"We shall carefully preserve as occult mementos what we have left of you." As the editorial descended further into farce, he
turned his scorn toward Flower’s personal life. He sneered, "Enjoy yourself, Sid, but remember, you are married now....Don’t
let the good people of Des Moines get onto your curves, it’s a moral town, and you can’t do there what even Chicago doesn’t
allow."[346] Sydney Flower had traveled to Des Moines in April 1900 to give lectures and see about opening a School of Psychic
Science in the city. He wrote about his trip in the May 1900 issue of the magazine.



Suggestive Therapeutics magazine is found to be a promotional outlet for Parkyn's School

The editorial response published by the Star of the Magi would have - AN
provided Daniels and Flower with strong grounds for a clear victory in SUGCGGCGESTION —uss
. . . . A monthly magazine dovoted to the study and practice of
their defamation suit. However, the editor of the Star had also filed Hypnotism and Suggestive Therapeutics. v..
multiple formal complaints with postal authorities, and the lawsuit itself 2 oo e i T L
brought heightened attention to the matter. As a result, the controversy  § s i ‘?;‘éz.”.?.’i::::"“ﬁ:}‘.i‘:‘:i.‘;fg%“fﬁ!ﬁ%}’p:‘:ﬁ!i.;;‘ :’é".?";.“’é';..‘l‘.!
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. .. . . . Suggest:on Pub. Co., 4020 Drexel Boul.,Chicago, Il
inquiry into the operations of the Psychic Research Company and its 2. Ao
affiliated publication, Suggestive Therapeutics. In an effort to de- 5 quarter-page ad for Parkyn's magazine that appeared
escalate the situation, Daniels and Flower chose to withdraw their  muitiple times in each issue of Suggestive Therapeutics
lawsuit against the Star’s editor. magazine from 1899-1900
Although the postmaster’s
FREE! "gf‘ggl?‘l‘ng;‘nsyl‘ix” investigation did not result in formal mail fraud charges, the Psychic Research
During the mouth of Apel we ntend to gve sway o th reders of SucoreTrv: Company was issued a warning to refrain from making exaggerated claims in its
E s i Ll b S el b e . . . ,
";:Lx::o:':'gf:::m‘ﬁ; o every reaer of SUGGHSTIVE THERAFRUTICS advertising. However, a broader review of Suggestive Therapeutics revealed a
W¢ publ.uhdu Edited 1 1
SUGGESTION PAM%ﬂ'M 5 clear patt.ern that over the precedlng. two 'years the magazm‘e had
;g,,swmgﬁd, s oty utton of 60 among phyings overwhelmingly promoted Dr. Parkyn and his associated ventures. Investigators
B e oy Socomstion exieasiraly el s observed that the magazine had previously operated as a promotional platform
3 A card will bring you s . . . . . . .
- jﬁ:’:ﬂ ﬁ:,"fffmmmmm £ for Parkyn’s school during its earlier incarnation as The Hypnotic Magazine.
’.;:‘,‘:,’{%Z"”"““E- : sm:"’g; S;”“;;;;“ Beiet Both Suggestive Therapeutics and Suggestion claimed to be continuations of
Ouroffer ith of April only. Wit to-day to that earlier title, and that Parkyn had also served as a primary contributor to the
= SUGGESTION PUBLISHING CO., . . . . .
- 4030 Drexel Boulevard, CHICAGO, ILL. first four issues of Suggestive Therapeutics. Adding to these concerns, both

A half-r F;ag e ad claiming that Suggestion magazines prominently featured S. F. Meacham as a lead contributor. Meacham
magazine is the continuation of The Hypnotic had been the lead writer for Parkyn’s Suggestion magazine since its launch,
Magazine, placed in Suggestive Therapeutics. contributing to every issue. Beginning in October 1899, he began contributing
original material to both publications simultaneously, an unusual arrangement
for a principal writer and a supposed competitor in the same city. Taken
together, these factors raised strong suspicions that Suggestive Therapeutics was not an independent journal, but rather a
second magazine created under a different name to serve the same promotional purpose..

Parkyn's full page ads that appeared multiple times in each issue of Suggestive Therapeutics between 1898
and 1900
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the hope that is in him.” This you have done.
who cannot reap a great reward from its study.
are logical, because they are reasonable.

Sect'y Clncngo School of Psychology:

*  Dr. Parkyn treats the subjects handled in his mail
course in a clear and scholarly manner which cannot be miscon-
strued by any one of ordinary intelligence. I must congratulate the
doctor upon the high standard of his work.

Lewis Priest.

Endorsements for Parkyn's Mail Order book on Hypnotism
in Suggestive Therapeutics magazine
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The investigator's findings supported that conclusion. Each issue of
Suggestive Therapeutics carried, on average, four to five full-page
advertisements for the Chicago School of Psychology, often placed in the
most prominent positions. The pattern extended further with the release
of Parkyn’s book, A Mail Course in Suggestive Therapeutics and
Hypnotism. Several issues featured four-page spreads dedicated to the

book, with subsequent issues including multiple full-page ads for it, as
well as editorial pieces and featured letters promoting its content. In
addition, every issue contained half-page and quarter-page ads for
Parkyn’s Suggestion magazine, books sold by his Suggestion Publishing
Company, and other products.

CLINICS,

A feature of the Chicago School of Psychology is the free elinic
held at the school under Dr. Parkyn’s superintendence. No visitor
to Chicago should fail to visit the school, 4020 Drexel boulevard.
Readers of SvacEstive THERAPEUTICS Will receive a cordial wel-

come,

Editorial in Suggestive Therapeutics

)

For another Chicago magazine operating in the same market and field
where Parkyn already had a strong presence, such an extensive
promotional outlay to a competitor would have been unthinkable, and financially unsustainable for Parkyn. To postal
investigators, it was a clear indication that Parkyn was not paying for the advertising space, especially given the absence of any
reciprocal promotion for Suggestive Therapeutics magazine in Parkyn’s own publication. The volume, placement, and
frequency of the ads confirmed that Suggestive Therapeutics was operating as a promotional vehicle for Parkyn and the
Chicago School of Psychology rather than as a fully independent, impartial publication.

Editorials on Parkyn's book and featured letters addressed to him in Suggestive Therapeutics magazine



BUGGESTIVE THERAPEUTICH, ¥21

READ WHAT PHYSICIANS SAY.
Harrizonville, Ohio, Oct. 16, 1809,
Herbert A, Parkyn, M. D., Chicago, Illa. 3

Dear Doctor—A careful perusal of the thirly parts of the mail
course in Suggestion leads me to express my thorough appreciation
of your great work

. Tha entira conrse is concise, lucid, free from useless technieali-
ties and written in a style that commends it to all,

Your treatment of mysticism involving Hypnotism, Mosmer-
ism, Christien Science, Mental Healing, Personal Magnetism and
the so-called “miraculous cures” of today, is brilliant, accurate and
satisfactory.

TIn fact, you have succeeded in reducing theoretical psyshology
to a practical force which is applicable to every case coming under
observation of the modern physician and gurgeon. Medicine and

YIEWS OF AN EXPERT.

New York Press Club, New York, N, Y., Nov. 2, 1899.

Herbert A, Parkyn, M. D, Chicago, Hl.:

® ® * The Mxil Course is magnificent. It would be arrant
folly to say it is much better then any course ever given on the
eubject, for it is the ONLY lucid snd instructive dissertation on
practicel psychology, with reference to thermpeutics, ever pub-
lished. Of course, I am aware thet my kmowledge of the subject
might lead me to suppose it more simple than it is, but I allowed
a couple of friends to read it, and their discussion of its contents
later on, have convinced me that all that can be dope in addition
to the lessons it contains, is to furnish brains for the reader, If
he possesses an average amount of grey matier, he cannot read it
through without having a very practical knowledge of Suggestion
and Hypnotiem. Yours very sincerely,

M. T, Murphy,

Surgery without Suggestion are like a bird without wings, but the
" prectitioner with a thorough kmowledge of all threa jg well nigh in-
vincible in the battle with disease.
‘Wishing you continued success, I am,
Very truly yours,
Willem €. Dobson, M. D., 0. M.

DR. PARKYN’S MAIL COURSE.

As & result of the 2-page announcement of his Meail Course in
our advertising pages Dr. Parkyn of the Chicago School of Psychol-
ogy has sent out a lerge number of his leesons this month. This
Course entitles the student who pesses a creditable examination to
a free diploma and degree of Doctor of Paychology.

A GOOD MAIL COURSE. '

Dr. Parkyn of the Chicago School of Psychology advertises his
mail course in this number, Ilere is a well written—a model—ad-
vertisement; because it leaves no guestion for the reader to ask.
The adverticement tells its story; and if i€ takes 5 lines or 500 lines,
an advertisement is not complete wntil its story is told. Read this
etory of Dr. Parkyn’s. The facts are aanounced in a clear, stzaight-
forward manner, The course is worth ita price. It da the best
course in point of completeness, seientific accuracy and instructive
power that has been brought to the attention of this Journal. It
takes the place of personal instrnetion. It is prepaved for these who
cannot spare the time to attend the school. It goes minutely into
the treatment of disezses.

THE MAIL COURSE.
Milwaukee, Wis., Nov. 16, 1899,

Herbert A. Parkyn, Chicago, IIL.:

Dear Sir— .

* * * T am highly pleased with your mail course for the vea-
son that it has furnished me in printed form the REASON WHY
euch and such suggestions and treatment ought to be given in each
particular cace. : i

This is what I really wanted most, and which to obtain T
thought it necessary to personally attend the clagses. * * ¢

DR. PARKYN : i us

In looking over Dr. Parkyn’s four-page advertisement in this
number, three points stand ont very impressively. The firet is the
Prize Medal Competition, & valuable innovation. The second is the
quality and excellence of the selected testimonials, exprossive of
satisfaction from students throughout the country. The third is
the New Annual Announcement, a pamphlet of 48 pages, well il-
lustrated, containing two fine articles upon Suggestion, and full
information concerning the School Course, the Medal Competi-
tions, and other matters. This pamphlet is mailed to any addresa °
upon veceipt of & stamp for postage. Our readers will do vexy
wisely to send at once for this pamphlet.

Editorials and letters in Suggestive Therapeutics magazine on Dr. Parkyn

As a result, in July 1900 the postal authorities ruled to permanently revoke the second-class postage rate for Suggestive
Therapeutics magazine, granting a grace period through the end of the year to fulfill existing prepaid subscriptions. Without
access to the discounted mailing rate, the journal was effectively forced to cease operations at the end of 1900. Its loss would
deal a significant blow not only to efforts aimed at guiding the New Thought movement toward verifiable approaches to mental
science, but also to the Psychic Research Company, which relied on the magazine as its primary outlet for distributing course
materials and publishing research findings. With no platform in place, there was no practical means of communication with the
tens of thousands of individuals who had purchased instructional content and were actively applying the techniques.
Compounding the setback, both Sydney Flower and Jay V. Daniels had come under investigation by postal authorities and were
now considered high-risk figures, effectively forcing them to take a back seat in any future magazine publications for a period of
time in order to avoid drawing further attention. Parkyn, drawing on his experience of organizing and managing
championship sports teams, moved quickly to reorganize the operation and bring in new collaborators capable of continuing
the work.






