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/  Telepathy.
^  A S T R A .

[CONTINUED.]

N in ter est in g class of te lep a th ic ph en om en a  is for m ed b y  

t h e  cases wh er e sim ila r  t h ou gh t s  h a ve  occu r r ed  an d im ­

pr ession s been  m ade in  m in ds fa r  ap a r t  with ou t  a n y 

kn own  m eth ods o f com m u n ica tion . M a n y of th e cases  

r epor ted  in  la te year s h a ve  been  su ppor ted  b y th e  evid en ce of 

per son s o f u n im peach able ch a r acter , le a vin g n o d ou b t  as to  th eir  

. ^  occu r r en ce, an d  ar e of su ch  a  n a tu r e as to pr eclu d e a ll idea  o f co ­

in ciden ce. I t  is a lso foun d  th a t  in  a lm ost  e ve r y case th er e is 

som e p r eviou s r elation  between  th e two m in ds in  com m u n ica tion , 

as in  a  con d it ion  o f a n xie ty for  th e  absen t  or  a ve r y s t r on g ye a r n ­

in g. Th e  fo llowin g cases, collected  b y th e  Socie ty for  P sych ica l 

Resear ch , ar e excellen t  e xa m p les  of th is  class o f ph en om en a , and  

h a vin g been  p r oved  to th e sa t isfa ct ion  of a com m it tee  appoin ted  

b y th a t  bod y, m a y be con sider ed  r eliable :

On  Sep tem ber  9th , 1848, a t  th e s iege  o f Mooltan , Ma jor - 

Gen er a l R — , C. B., then  Ad ju ta n t  o f h is  r egim en t, wa s m ost  

sever e ly an d  dan ger ou sly wou n ded , an d  su p p osin g h im self d yin g,  

asked  on e o f th e officer s w ith  h im  to  t a ke  th e  r in g off h is  fin ger  

an d sen d it  to h is  wife, wh o, a t  t h e  t im e, wa s fu lly 150  m iles d is ­

tan t , a t  Fer ozepor e. On  th e n igh t  o f Sep tem ber  9 th , t h e  wife  o f 

Gen er a l R —  wa s lyin g on  her  bed , between  w a k in g an d  s leep in g, 

wh en  sh e d is t in ct ly saw h er  h u sban d  b e in g car r ied  off th e field , 

ser iou sly wou n ded , and h ear d  h is  vo ice  s a yin g, “ Ta k e  th is  r in g 

off m y fin ger  an d send it  to  m y w ife .”  Th e  appar it ion  h au n ted  

h er  a ll t h e  n e xt  d a y and th e  wor ds u t ter ed  b y h er  h u sb a n d ’s voice  

k ep t  r epea t in g in  her  m in d. Th e  m en ta l con d it ion  in to  wh ich  

t h e  vision  th r ew h er  was a n yth in g bu t  an  en viab le on e, an d  her  

a n xie ty can  be bet ter  im a gin ed  th an  descr ibed . In  a  few d a ys  

n ews cam e to her  th a t  th e Gen er a l h ad  been  sever e ly wou n ded  in  

t h e  assau lt  on  Mooltan . H e  su r vived , h owever , an d  is s t ill liv­

in g. Qu ite  a  lon g tim e a fter  t h e  siege th e  la d y h ear d  fr om  on e  

o f th e officer s wh o h elped to  ca r r y th e Gen er a l fr om  th e  field ,
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th a t  th e r equ est  wa s a ctu a lly m ade to  h im , ju s t  a s  sh e h ad  h ear d  

it  a t  Fer ozepor e a t  th e t im e it  occu r r ed .

Th e  n e xt  case is s t ill m or e r em ar kable, as th e  im pr ession  

wa s con veyed  to  m in ds a t  t h e  sam e t im e, th e  a gen t  b e in g in  an  

abn or m al s ta te. I t  wa s r ela ted  b y Dr . C. Ed e , o f Gu ild for d , 

Su r r ey, En gla n d , to  wh om  it  was to ld  b y La d y G. an d  sister , a  

sh or t  t im e a fter  th e occu r r e n ce :

La d y G. an d  h er  sister  h ad  been  sp en d in g th e  e ve n in g with  

th e ir  m oth er , wh o wa s in  her  u su a l h ea lth  and sp ir its  wh en  th ey 

le ft  her . In  th e m idd le of th e  n igh t  th e  sister  a wok e in  a fr igh t ,  

an d  sa id  to h er  h u sban d , “  I m u st  go  to  m y m oth er  a t  on ce ; do  

or der  th e ca r r iage. I  am  su r e sh e is t aken  i ll .”  Th e  h u sban d , 

a fter  t r yin g in  va in  to  con vin ce  h is  w ife  th a t  it wa s o n ly a fan cy, 

or der ed th e  ca r r iage. As  sh e wa s ap p r oach in g h er  m oth er ’s 

h ouse, wh er e two r oads m eet, sh e sa w La d y G . ’s ca r r iage. W h en  

t h e y m et, each  asked  th e  oth er  w h y sh e was th er e. Th e  sam e  

r ep ly was m ade b y both , “ I  cou ld  n ot  sleep, fe e lin g su r e m y 

m oth er  wa s ill, an d  so I  cam e to see. ” As  th e y cam e in  s igh t  o f th e  

h ouse, t h e y saw th eir  m oth er ’s con fid en t ia l m aid  a t  t h e  door , wh o  

told  th em  wh en  th ey a r r ived  th a t  th e ir  m oth er  h ad  been  t a ken  

su d d en ly ill, an d  was d yin g, and h a d  expr essed  an  ea r n est  wish  

to  see her  d a u gh ter s .

Dr . E d e  r ela tes a  lit t le  in cid en t  wh ich  h appen ed  to h im  per ­

son a lly. Ab o u t  a  h a lf m ile fr om  h is  h om e th er e wa s a  h ou se in ­

h a b ited  b y som e lad ies, fr ien ds o f th e fa m ily, an d  ou tsid e o f th e  

d w e llin g th er e wa s  a  la r ge  a la r m  bell. On e  n igh t  Dr . E d e  awoke  

an d  sa id  to  h is  wife , “ I  am  su r e I  h ea r d  Mr s. F . ’s  a lar m  bell 

r in gin g.”  Aft e r  lis te n in g for  som e t im e t h e y h ea r d  n o th in g and  

wen t  to  sleep  aga in . Th e  n e xt  d a y Mr s. F . ca lled  u pon  h is  wife , 

an d sa id  to her , “ W e  wer e w ish in g for  yo u r  h u sban d  la s t  n igh t ,  

for  we wer e a lar m ed  b y th ieves . W e  wer e a ll u p , an d  I  wa s  

abou t  to  p u ll t h e  a la r m  bell, h op in g h e  wou ld  h ea r  it , s a yin g to  

m y d a u gh ter s , I  am  su r e it  w ill b r in g yo u r  h u sban d , b u t  we d id  

n ot  r in g i t .”  Mr s. Ed e  a sked  wh a t  t im e it  w a s; Mr s. F . sa id  it  

wa s  abou t  h a lf p a st  on e. Th a t  wa s  th e  t im e Dr . Ed e  a woke , 

t h in k in g h e h ear d  th e bell.

In  th e  m em oir  o f th e  la te  Bish op  W ilber for ce, a  s im ila r  

tr an sm ission  is r ecor ded  in  th e  fo llowin g w o r d s : “ Th e  Bish op
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w a s  in  h is  lib r a r y a t  Cu d d esd on , w ith  th r ee  or  fou r  o f h is  c le r gy  

w r it in g w it h  h im  a t  th e  sam e tab le . Th e  Bish op  su d d en ly r a ised  

h is  h a n d  t o  h is  h ead  an d  e xcla im e d : ' I  am  cer ta in  th a t  som e­

t h in g h a s  h appen ed  to on e o f m y son s .’ I t  a fter wa r d s  t r an s ­

p ir ed  th a t  ju s t  a t  t h a t  t im e h is  e ld est  son , w h o  wa s  a t  sea , h ad  

h a d  h is  fo o t  b a d ly cr u sh ed  b y an  a ccid en t  on  boar d  h is  sh ip .”  

Th e  Bish op  h im self r ecor ds th is  cir cu m stan ce  in  a  le t t er  w r it t en  

a t  t h e  t im e, an d d a ted  Ma r ch  4 th , 18 4 7: ‘‘ I t  is  cu r iou s ,”  th e

Bish op  wr ites , “ th a t  a t  t h e  t im e o f h is  a ccid e n t , I  wa s  so pos­

sessed with  th e  d ep r ess in g con sciou sn ess o f som e e vil h a vin g be ­

fa llen  m y son  H er ber t , t h a t  a t  la s t  on  th e  th ir d  d a y a fter , th e  

13th , I  wr o te  d own  th a t  I  wa s  q u it e  u n a b le to  sh a k e  off t h e  im ­

pr ession  th a t  som eth in g h a d  h appen ed  to h im , an d  n oted  th is  

d own  for  r em em br a n ce .”

Th e  t r an sfer en ce to  a  s leep in g p er cip ien t  o f th e  im pr ession  

o f a  d is t r es s in g a ccid en t , is  th e  la s t  for m  o f t e le p a th ic exp e r ien ce  

we  sh a ll t a k e  u p  in  th is  a r t icle . Th e r e  a r e  m a n y in stan ces  o f  

t h is  k in d , an d  s t ill m or e o f th e  ap p a r it ion  o f a  d yin g per son  per ­

ce ive d  b y a  d is t a n t  m in d  in  d r eam  an d  in  vis ion . Ca ses  o f t r a n sfer ­

en ces wh er e  th e  a ge n t  is  in  th is  m ost  m om en tou s o f a ll con d it ion s, 

seem , h owever , t o  d iffer  fr om  th e  less m om en tou s ca ses  in  th e  

fa ct  t h a t  t h e  n u m ber  o f th em , wh er e th e  p er cip ien t  is  a sleep , la r ge  

a s  it  is, is  d isp r op or t ion a te ly exce ed ed  b y t h e  n u m ber  wh er e th e  

per cip ien t  is  in  a  s t a t e  o f n or m al w a k in g con sciou sn ess . I t  w jn  

be well t o  illu s t r a t e  th ese la s t  cla sses  b y th e  fo llo w in g cases :

Th e  R e v. R . B. F . E lr in gto n , Vica r  o f Lowe r  Br ixh a m ,  

vou ch es  for  th e  fa ct  t h a t  th e fo llowin g occu r r en ce in  h is  pa r ish  

wa s d escr ibed  h ou r s befor e th e  a r r iva l o f th e  n e ws  con fir m in g th e  

fear s wh ich  it  occasion ed , an d  h e  cer t ifies to th e  good  ch a r a cter  o f  

th e witn esses.

In  th e  e a r ly sp r in g o f 18 8 1, Mr s. Bar n es, o f  Br ixh a m , De vo n ­

sh ir e, wh ose  h u sban d  wa s  a t  sea , d r eam ed  th a t  h is  fish in g vessel 

w a s  r un  in to  b y a  steam er . Th e ir  b o y wa s w it h  h im , an d  sh e  

ca lled  ou t  in  h er  d r e a m : “ Sa ve  th e  b o y !”  A t  th is  m om en t  

an oth er  son  s leep in g in  th e  n e xt  r oom  r u sh ed  in to  h er s, cr yin g  

ou t , 41 W h e r e ’s  fa th er  ?”  Sh e  a sked  h im  w h a t  h e m ean t , wh en  

h e sa id  h e  h a d  d is t in ct ly h ear d  h is  fa th er  com e u p sta ir s  an d  k ick  

w it h  h is  h e a vy boots a ga in s t  th e  door , a s h e  w a s  in  th e  h a b it  o f
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d o in g wh en  h e r e tu r n ed  fr om  sea . Th e  b o y’s  s t a t em e n t  an d  h er  

own  dr eam  so a la r m ed  th e wom an  th a t  e a r ly n e xt  m or n in g sh e  

t o ld  h er  n e igh bor s  o f h e r  fear s. Ne w s  a fter wa r d s ca m e  th a t  h er  

h u sb a n d ’s  vesse l h a d  been  r u n  in to  b y a  steam er , an d  th a t  h e an d  

t h e  b o y wer e d r own ed .

Th e  fo llo w in g n a r r a t ive  wa s h a d  from th r ee in d ep en d en t  

sou r ces, viz.:  ( 1)  l e t t e r  fr om  Mr . J oh n  C. Str efFor d, 39  Mou n t

str eet , W e lsh p oo l, son  o f th e  su p er in ten d en t  o f p o lice , wh ose  

dr eam  is r ecor ded  a n d  w h o is n ow d e a d ; (2) ver b a l a cco u n t  t a k en  

d own  fr om  Miss  P h illip s  b y Mr . H en s le igh  W e d gw o o d  ; (3)  le t te r  

fr om  th e  R e v. J . E .  H ill, Vica r  o f W elsh p oo l. A l l  th e a ccou n ts  

ar e p r a ct ica lly id e n t ica l, th e  o n ly d iscr ep a n cy b e in g th e  le n gth  o f  

t im e for  w h ich  th e  gir l wa s  im pr ison ed . Th e  in ciden t  is  r e la ted  

b r ie fly a s follows :

Ab o u t  18 71 Miss  P h illip s , o f Ch u r ch  s t r eet , W elsh p o o l, h ad  

a  d e a f a n d  d u m b  m a id . Th is  gir l fell ill an d  n eeded  a ch a n ge  o f  

air , an d  Miss  P h illip s  pr oposed to  sen d  h er  to h er  b r oth er  for  

th r ee weeks . Th e  gir l wa s ve r y u n w illin g to go, an d  on  th e  a p ­

poin ted  m or n in g, a Tu e s d a y, sh e  h a n d ed  o ve r  a t r a y w h ich  sh e  

w a s ca r r yin g u p sta ir s  to  an oth er  se r va n t  an d  wa s n o t  seen  a fter ­

war ds. Miss  P h illip s  an d  h er  fr ien ds in  gr e a t  a la r m  sea r ch ed  

th e  h ou se a ll ove r , in clu d in g th e  ce lla r  in  w h ich  th e  gir l wa s  

a fter wa r d s fou n d . O n  th e  fo llo win g F r id a y (or  p o ss ib ly th e  

W e d n e sd a y)  m or n in g, t h e  su p er in ten d en t  o f police , Str efFor d, 

ca lled  an d  sa id  th a t  h e  h a d  an  im pr ession  on  h is  m in d  t h a t  sh e  was  

con cea led  in  th e  h ou se a n d  b e gge d  to be a llowed  to  m a k e  sear ch . 

Miss  P h illip s  con sen ted , a n d  Str efFor d, wh o  h a d  n e ve r  been  in  

t h e  h ou se befor e, w a lk e d  s t r a igh t  to  th e  door  o f th e  ce lla r  s ta ir s  

an d  wen t  d own . In  th e  ce lla r  t h e y fou n d  th e gir l ja m m e d  fa st  in  

an  open  flu e d ir e ct ly b en e a th  th e  fir ep lace in  th e  r oom  a b o ve , th e  

ash es o f w h ich  it  wa s  m ea n t  to  r eceive. T h e  op e n in g fr om  th e  

flu e to  th e  ce lla r  w a s  n o t  a b ove  e igh te en  in ch es  h igh ,  an d  th e  

gir l h a d  d r a wn  som e ca r p e t in g a fter  h er  so as to  con cea l h er  legs .  

T h e y  wer e com p elled  to  ge t  b r ick la ye r ’s  tools  an d  d ig d o wn  th e  

b r ick s  befor e th e y co u ld  ge t  th e  g ir l’s  b od y ou t .

N o w  as to  th e  ca u se  o f Mr . Str efFor d’s a ssu r an ce t h a t  h e  

wo u ld  fin d  h er  th er e . “  M y fa th e r ,”  s a ys  Mr . J oh n  C. Str efFor d , 

a w o k e  m y m oth er  in  t h e  m id d le o f th e  n igh t  an d  sa id , ‘ I  k n o w
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wh er e  th a t  poor  gir l is. Sh e  is  u p  a  ch im n e y in  th e  ce lla r  be ­

lo n gin g to  th e  h ou se in  w h ich  sh e  l ive s . ’ H e  cou ld  n ot  r est  

a fter  t h is  : go t  u p  a t  five  o ’clo ck , w e n t  to  th e  h ou se  an d  fou n d  

t h e  gir l a s  a bove n a r r a t ed .”

Du r in g th e  e a r ly pa r t  o f Sep tem b e r , 1898 , th e  fo llo w in g a c ­

cou n t  o f a  ter r ib le a ccid en t  fo llowe d  or  accom p an ied  b y a  t e le ­

p a th ic m essa ge, wa s  t r a n sm it ted  b y ca b le  to  th e  p r ess o f th is  

a n d  oth er  cou n tr ies.

A  yo u n g m an  n am ed  Livio  Cib r a r io , b e lo n gin g to  on e o f th e  

m ost  an cien t  fa m ilies  o f Tu r in , w h ile  a t t e m p t in g to  clim b  th e  

p ea k  o f Rocciom elon e, in  th e  M a r it im e  Alp s , los t  h is  w a y, an d  

on  th e fo llo win g m or n in g a  sea r ch  p a r t y fou n d  h is  b o d y, t e r r ib ly 

cr u sh ed  an d  b r u ised , a t  t h e  bottom  o f a  d eep  cr evasse. Cou n t  

Cibr a r io , t h e  yo u n g m a n ’s fa th er , w h o  wa s  a t  Tu r in , a n d  k n e w  

n o th in g o f h is  so n ’s  u n for tu n a te  e xp e d it io n  to  th e  Rocciom elon e, 

on  th e n igh t  o f th e  a ccid en t  a r ou sed  th e  r est  o f t h e  fa m ily, an ­

n o u n cin g w ith  tea r s in  h is  e ye s  th a t  Livio  wa s  dead . H e  h a d  

seen  h im  d is t in ct ly h e sa id , b lood  flo w in g fr om  h is  ba t ter ed  h ead , 

an d  h a d  h ea r d  th ese  wor d s sp oken  in  a  ton e  o f ter r ib le  a n gu ish  :—

“ Fa th er , I  s lip p ed  d own  a  p r ecip ice  an d  b r oke  m y h ead , 

an d  I  am  dead , q u ite  d e a d .”

T h e  o th er  m em ber s o f th e  fa m ily t r ied  in  va in  to  per su ad e  

t h e  poor  Co u n t  th a t  t h e  gh a s t ly vis io n  w a s  n o th in g b u t  a n igh t ­

m ar e, an d  th e  ber ea ved  fa th er  con t in u e d  in  a s t a t e  o f a n xie t y  

b or d er in g u pon  d ist r a ct ion  t ill t h e  m or n in g, w h e n  th e  officia l 

con fir m a tion  o f th e  a ccid en t  r each ed  h im . T h e  case is  a  r e m a r k ­

a b le  on e as th e  Co u n t  is  a ve r y q u ie t , m a t te r -o f-fa ct  per son , n ot  

in  th e  lea st  n er vou s  an d  h a s  n ever  t a k e n  a n y a ct ive  in te r es t  in  

p sych ica l e xp er im en t s .

Sin ce  th e  a r r a n gem en t  o f top ics  h a s  b r o u gh t  u s  a r ou n d  a t  

t h e  en d  to  w h a t  w e  s ta r ted  a t , s lee p  or  vision  on  th e  p a r t  o f t h e  

p er cip ien t , an d  sin ce n o d e p a r tm e n t  o f ou r  su b je ct  h a s  been  th e  

field  o f m or e fo lly an d  su p e r s t it ion  th a n  th is  sa m e r ea lm  o f 

d r eam lan d , we m a y t a k e  th e  p r esen t  o p p o r tu n ity o f s t a t in g w h a t  

d r eam s ar e e vid e n t ly m ost  d e se r vin g o f n o t ice . Dr ea m s for m , 

n o d ou b t , t h e  m ost  a ssa ilab le  pa r t  o f ou r  e vid en ce . T h e y  ar e  

p laced  a lm ost  in  a sep a r a te  ca t e go r y b y  th e ir  in t im a te  con n ect ion  

w ith  th e  lowest  p h vsica l, a s  w e ll as th e  h  gh e s t  p sych ica l, op er a -
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t ion s . • T h e  gr o tesqu e  m e d le y w h ich  con s ta n t ly th r o n g th r o u gh  

t h e  ga t e  o f ivo r y th r u s t  in to  d iscr ed it  ou r  r a r er  vis i t a n t s  th r o u gh  

t h e  ga t e  o f h or n . F o r  ou r  p u r p oses , t h en , t h e  d r eam s m u st  h a ve  

been  n oted  d o wn , or  com m u n ica ted  to  o th er s , d ir e ct ly a ft er  t h e ir  

occu r r en ce. I f  con cer n ed  w it h  gr a ve  e ve n t s , t h ose  e ve n t s  m u st  

n o t  be o f a  ch r on ic b u t  o f a  cr it ica l k in d , su ch  a s su d d en  d a n ge r  or  

a ctu a l d ea th . I f  con cer n ed  w ith  t r ivia l e ve n t s , t h ose  e ve n t s  

m u st  be in  som e w a y b iza r r e  or  u n e xp e cte d , n ot  su ch  e ve r yd a y  

occu r r en ces  a s  a  vis it  fr om  a  fr ien d  or  th e  a r r iva l o f a  p r esen t . 

T o  a ll d r eam s, h owe ve r , on e o b je ct ion  m a y be t a k e n  w h ich  h a s  

p la u s ib ilit y e n o u gh  to  be w o r th  a  m in u te ’s  con sid er a t ion . I t  is  

sa id  th a t  m illion s  of p eop le a r e  d r ea m in g e ve r y n igh t , a n d  th a t  

it  m igh t  be e xp e cte d , a cco r d in g to  th e  d oct r in e  o f ch a n ces , t h a t  

som e few o u t  o f so va s t  a  m u lt it u d e  o f d r eam s wo u ld  “ tu r n  

o u t  t r u e .”  Bu t , in  th e  fir st  p la ce , an  e xt r e m e ly sm a ll p er cen ta ge  

o f th is  m u lt itu d e  o f d r eam s co n ta in  a s th e ir  s in gle  or  cu lm in a t in g  

p o in t  t h e  d efin ite  s igh t  o f som e on e else  in  u n u su a l o r  e xc it in g  

cir cu m stan ces .

Th e r e  ar e few e xcep t io n s  to  th e  r u le  th a t  we ar e th e  h er oes  

o f ou r  own  d r eam s, a n d  wh en  a s in gle  s t r o n g im p r ession  su r vive s  

t h e  m om en t  o f w a k in g, an  occu r r en ce  w h ich  in  it s e lf is  com p a r ­

a t ive ly in fr equ en t, t h e  im p r ession  is  fa r  m or e often  th a n  n ot  o f  

cir cu m sta n ces  in  w h ich  we o u r se lve s  ar e cen tr a l. An d , in  th e  

secon d  p lace, a  d r eam  w h ich  le a ve s  on  th e m in d  a  sen se o f in ­

ter est  or  d istu r b a n ce , e x t e n d in g far  in to  w a k in g h ou r s, is  w ith  

m ost  o f u s  a  d e cid e d ly r ar e e ve n t , an d  is  a  com paratively  r ar e  

e ve n t  e ve n  w ith  th ose to  w h om  it  occu r s  often est , i f  th e  n u m ber  

o f th e ir  d r eam s be co m p le te ly r ea lized . Th e  ve r y fact  o f a  d r eam  

b e in g sp e cia lly r em em ber ed  a n d  n oted  m a y be t a k en  as a  p r oof 

o f it s  h a vin g been  e xce p t io n a l. Fa r  r ar er , o f cou r se, ar e th e  

ca ses  w h er e  th ese  tw o  r ar e ch a r a cte r is t ics  ar e com bin ed , an d  

wh er e  a  vivid  im pr ession  o f a n o th e r  per son  in  u n u su a l or  e xc it in g  

cir cu m sta n ces , h a vin g been  fir st  p r od u ced  in  a  d r eam , su r vive s  a s  

a  h a u n t in g a n d  d is tu r b in g in flu en ce . I f  t h e  d r eam s o f a  s in gle  

n igh t  in  th is  co u n t r y cou ld  be cou n ted  it  m a y be d ou b ted  wh eth er  

so  la r ge  a  pr opor t ion  as on e in  a m illion  wo u ld  b e  o f th is  ch a r ­

acter . An d  wh en  th is  im m e n se ly r ed u ced  n u m b er  o f d r eam s is  

con sid er ed , t h e  n u m ber  o f occu r r en ces, co in cid e n t ly w ith  th e d r eam
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o f  th e  id e n t ica l e ve n t  d r eam ed  of, so far  fr om  e xe m p lifyin g th e  la w  

o f ch a n ces, wou ld  be fou n d  to  se t  it  co m p le te ly a t  defian ce. I f  i t  

b e  s t ill ob jected  th a t  t h is  a r gu m e n t  a t  a n y r a te  d oes n o t  a p p ly to  

ca ses  o f coin cid en ce wh er e  th e  e ve n t  or  scen e is  n o t  o f an  u n u su a l 

or  e xc it in g  k in d , an d  is  r em em ber ed  su fficien t ly to  be n o ted  

w it h o u t  th e  p r od u ct ion  o f a n y h a u n t in g im pr ession , t h e  r e p ly is  

ob viou s. O f or d in a r y an d  u n e xcit in g e ve n t s  a n d  scen es th e  

n u m b e r  possib le to  im a gin a t io n  is  p r a ct ica lly in fin ite  ; th e t r ivia l  

d e ta ils  o f cir cu m stan ces w h ich  a n y s in gle  per son  can  in  im a gin a ­

t ion  con n ect  with  th e  va r iou s  per son s o f h is  a cq u a in ta n ce  so  

cle a r ly ou tn u m ber  th e  r em em ber ed  d r ea m s o f h is  w h ole  lifet im e, 

a s  t o  p u t  t h e  coin cid en ce o f d r eam  an d  r e a lity a ga in  com p le te ly 

ou ts id e  th e  la w  o f ch an ce.

P l e a s u r e s  l i e  t h i c k e s t  w h e r e  n o  p l e a s u r e s  s e e m  ;

There’s n ot  a lea f th a t  fa lls  u pon  the gr ou n d 

Bu t  h olds some joy, of silen ce or  of sou n d ;

Some spr ite begot t en  of a  summer  dream.

— B la n ch a r d .

Th ou gh t  by th ou gh t  is piled, t ill some gr ea t  t ru th  

Is  loosened, and th e n a t ion s ech o round,

Shaken to th eir  r oots, as do the moun ta in s now.

—Shelley.

Wh o doe3 the best  h is cir cu m st a n ce allows,

Does well, a ct s n obly ; angels cou ld  n o more.

Y o u n g — N ig h t  T h ou g h ts .
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