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Telepathy.

AS T R A.

(CONTINUED).

H E R E  ar e so m a n y in t e r e s t in g ca ses  o f im p r ession s b e in g 

r ece ived  from d yin g  per son s, t h a t  q u it e  an  in t e r es t in g 

vo lu m e  o f “ cr e e p y”  s tor ies  m igh t  be com piled  w it h  b u t  

li t t le  labor . W e ll  a u th en t ica t e d  a n d  n u m er ou s, th ese  

in cid e n t s  ca n n o t  e a s ily be e xp la in e d  on  th e  gr ou n d  o f co -in ci­

d en ce. Th o se  o f u s w h o  h a ve  lis ten ed  to  b loo d -cu r d lin g ta les, 

h a n d e d  d ow n  fr om  on e s to r y-t e lle r  t o  an oth er , w it h  n o cor r obo­

r a t ion , ca n  sca r ce ly r ea lize  th e  s t a r t lin g effect  o f a  m ass o f in d u ­

b it a b le  e vid e n ce , su ch  a s  h a s  been  b r o u gh t  for th  in  th e su p p or t  o f  

t h e  r e a lit y o f th e se  p h en om en a . Th e  p o in t  in  th e  e vid en ce  th a t  

im p r esses  u s  is  n o t  it s  e xc i t in g  or  ter r ific q u a lit y,  b u t  it s  over ­

w h e lm in g q u a n t it y— o ve r w h e lm in g, w e  m ean , to  a n y p o ss ib ilit y 

o f fu r th er  d o u b t in g th is  cla ss  o f p h en om en a .

An  E n glis h  la d y sen t  t h e  fo llo w in g s to r y to  th e So cie ty for  

P s ych ica l R esea r ch  som e yea r s  a go , a n d  th e  lite r a r y com m it tee  o f  

t h a t  so cie ty p u b lish e d  it  in  th e  R ep or t  o f t h e  o r ga n iza t ion ’s  p r o ­

ce ed in gs .

“ M y m oth er  m ar r ied  a t  a  ve r y e a r ly a ge , w ith ou t  th e  con ­

sen t  o f h er  pa r en ts. M y gr a n d m oth e r  vo w e d  th a t  sh e  wou ld  

n eve r  see h er  d a u gh te r  a ga in . A  few  m on th s  a fter  h er  m ar r iage  

m y m oth er  w a s  a wa ken ed  a b o u t  tw o  a. m . b y  a  lou d  k n o ck in g  

a t  t h e  door . T o  her  gr e a t  su r p r ise, m y fa th er  d id  n o t  w a k e .  

T h e  k n o ck in g w a s  r esu m ed  ; m y m oth er  sp ok e  to m y fa th er , b u t ,  

as h e  s t ill s lep t , sh e go t  u p , op en ed  th e  w in d o w  an d loo ked  ou t , 

wh en , to  h er  am a zem en t , sh e s a w h er  m oth er  in  fu ll cou r t  d r ess, 

s t a n d in g on  th e  step  a n d  lo o k in g u p  a t  h er . M y m oth er  ca lled  

t o  h er , b u t  m y gr a n d m oth er , fr o w n in g a n d  s h a k in g her  h ea d , d is ­

ap p ea r ed . A t  th is  m om en t  m y fa th er  wo ke , a n d  m y m oth er  to ld  

h im  w h a t  h a d  h a ppen ed . H e  w en t  to  th e  w in d ow , b u t  s a w n o th ­

in g. M y m oth er  wa s su r e  th a t  m y gr a n d m oth e r , even  a t  t h a t  

a te  h ou r , h a d  com e to  fo r give  h er , a n d  en t r ea t ed  m y fa th er  to
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le t  her  in . H e  we n t  d own  an d  open ed  th e  door , b u t  n obod y wa s  

ther e. H e  assu r ed  m y m oth er  th a t  sh e  h a d  been  d r eam in g, an d  

sh e a t  la s t  be lieved  th a t  i t  wa s so. Th e  n e xt  m or n in g th e  ser ­

va n t s  wer e qu estion ed , b u t  t h e y h a d  h ea r d  n o th in g, an d  th e  m a t ­

ter  wa s d ism issed  fr om  th e  m in ds o f m y pa r en ts t ill th e  e ve n in g,  

wh en  th e y h ear d  th a t  m y gr a n d m oth er  h a d  been  in  cou r t  dr ess  

a t  a  b a ll th e n igh t  befor e— I th in k  a t  Ke n s in gton  P a la ce , b u t  o f 

t h is  I  am  n ot  su r e— th a t , fee lin g u n w e ll, sh e h a d  r etu r n ed  h om e, 

an d  after  a bou t  an  h ou r ’s  illn ess, h a d  d ied  a t  two  a . m . Sh e  h ad  

n ot m en tion ed  m y m oth er ’s  n am e d u r in g h er  sh or t  illn e ss .”

I t  w ill be obser ved  th a t  in  th is  ca se  th e  im pr ession  fr om  th e  

d yin g m oth er , a lth o u gh  fu lly r ea lized  o n ly in  wa kefu ln ess , m ade  

it s e lf fe lt  in  th e fir st  in stan ce d u r in g sleep .

In  th e  yea r  1830 , a  t r an spor t , ca r r yin g som e two h u n d r ed  

En glis h  sold ier s, le ft  Ber m u d a  for  H a lifa x , an d  wa s los t  a t  sea  

w ith  a ll on  boar d . Tw o  yo u n g officer s o f th e  r egim en t  to wh ich  

th e  d e ta ch m en t  be lon ged , Lie u t s . Cr e igh  an d  Lis ton , h ad , in  a  

h a lf-je s t in g w a y, m ade a  sor t  o f p r om ise th a t  wh oever  d ied  fir st, 

sh ou ld  com e b a ck, i f  h e cou ld , an d  le t  t h e  o th er  kn ow wh eth er  

ther e wa s an oth er  wor ld . Th is  con ver sa t ion  w a s  over h ea r d  b y  

th e  n ar r ator , Dr . Colch ester , a s  it  t o o k  p la ce in  h is  pr esen ce, p er ­

h aps a  yea r  befor e th e  even ts  h a p p en ed , t h o u gh  n o t  r em em ber ed  

t ill a fter war ds. Lis ton  em ba r ked  in  ch a r ge  o f th e  d etach m en t , 

an d h ad  been  gon e a b o u t  a  for tn igh t , wh en  Cr e igh , w h o  h a d  on e  

n igh t  left  t h e  m ess e a r ly an d  r et ir ed  to  bed , an d  wa s  b egin n in g  

to close h is  eyes , sa w h is  door  open  a n d  Lis ton  en ter . Fo r ge t t in g  

h is absen ce, an d  t h in k in g h e h ad  com e to p u ll h im  ou t  o f bed  (for  

pr actica l jo k in g wa s th en  m or e com m on  in  th e  a r m y th a n  it  is  

n o w) , h e  cr ied , ‘‘No , n o, Lis ton , d o n ’t, o ld  fe llo w ! I ’m  t ir ed  ! 

Be off. ’ ’ Bu t  th e vision  cam e n ear er  t o  th e  bed, an d  Cr e igh  th en  

sa w th a t  Lis ton  looked  as i f  ve r y ill (for  i t  w a s  b r igh t  m oon ligh t) , 

an d  th a t  h is  h a ir  seem ed  w et  an d  h u n g d own  ove r  h is  face lik e  

t h a t  o f a  d r own ed  m an . Th e  a p p a r it ion  m oved  its  h ead  m ou r n ­

fu lly ; an d  wh en  Cr e igh  in  su r pr ise s a t  u p , r u bbed  h is  eyes , an d  

looked  a ga in , it  wa s  gon e. S t i ll  Cr e igh  h a d  n o id ea  th a t  h e  h a d  

been  lo o k in g u pon  a  spectr e, an d , b e lie vin g th a t  h e  h a d  seen  L is ­

ton  in  flesh  an d  blood , h e w en t  to  sleep . In  th e  m or n in g h e  r e ­

la t ed  th e  occu r r en ce, wh en  h e r eco llected , b u t  n ot  t ill th en , Lis -
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to n ’s  absen ce fr om  th e  islan d  o n  d u ty. In  th is  case, it  is  im p ossi­

b le  to  s a y wh eth er  th e  t r a n sp or t  fou n der ed  a t  t h e  p r ecise m om en t  

t h e  vision  occu r r ed  or  n ot . I t  wou ld  be w e ll to d r a w a t ten t ion  

to  th e  fact  t h a t  a  la r ge  p r opor t ion  o f th ese ap pea r an ces a t  d ea th  

seem  to  h a ve  been  pr eceded  b y som e su ch  com p a ct  a s th a t  w h ich  

e xis t e d  between  Lis ton  an d  Cr e igh .

(T o  be con tin ued).

Lit t le  se lf-d en ia ls , lit t le  h on est ies , lit t le  p a ss in g wor d s ot  

sym p a th y, lit t le  n am eless a cts  o f  k in d n ess , lit t le  s ile n t  victor ies  

ove r  favor ite  t em p ta t ion s ,— th ese  ar e th e  th r ea d s o f go ld , w h ich ,  

wh en  wove n  toge th er , glea m  o u t  so b r igh t ly in  th e  p a t ter n  o f life  

t h a t  Go d  a p p r oves .— F. W . Fa rra r.

Ma n  ca n n o t  go  o u t  b e yo n d  h im self, for  th e  u n iver se  is  con ­

ta in ed  w it h in  th e  cir cu m fer en ce  o f h is  b e in g. In  h im  p o te n ­

t ia lly e x is t  ce les t ia l h a r m on ies a n d  h e llish  flam es, h e a ve n ly e cs ta ­

sies, an d  d em on ia ca l or gies . H e  h a s  th e  eq u ip n en t  to  p la y sa in t  

or  sin n er , d e vil o f a n ge l.— H en ry  Wood.


