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Telepathy.

A S T R A .

(c o n t i n u e d ) .

N Y  o f th e  fam ou s p s ych o lo gis t s  h a ve  been  t r y in g  for  

som e t im e  p a s t  t o  d e ve lo p  cla ir vo ya n t  fa cu lt ie s  in  

h yp n o t ic  su b ject s , a n d  w it h  r ea son able  su ccess . Mo st  

o f th e  r esu lts  o f th ese  e xp e r im e n t s  sh ou ld  m or e  p r op ­

e r ly b e  cla ssed  w ith  t e le p a th y, a s th e  su b je ct  is  u su a lly u n a b le  to  

d escr ibe a n y im p r ession  n o t  e m a n a t in g fr om  th e  m in d  o f th e  

h yp n o t is t . I n  on e ca se o f th is  k in d  th e  op er a tor  va in ly  e n d ea v­

or ed  to  sen d  t h e  m in d  o f Th e su b je ct  t o  p la ces  u t t e r ly u n k n o w n  

t o  h im . T h e  a t t em p t  w a s  a  fa ilu r e . W h e n  h e  b r o u gh t  h is  own  

m in d  u pon  scen e s a n d  per son s fa m ilia r  t o  h im , th e y w e r e  a ccu ­

r a t e ly d escr ib ed  b y th e  su b ject . A  le t t e r  in  th e  p ige o n -h o le  o f a  

d e sk  wa s  d escr ib ed  a n d  it s  con te n t s  give n  in  a  gen e r a l w a y.  Th e  

ch ie f cau se o f fa ilu r e  to  go  b eyo n d  t e le p a t h y r es ts  in  th e  fa ct  t h a t  

a  h yp n o t ic su b je ct  vo lu n t a r ily d ep en d s on  th e  op er a tor  for  im ­

p r ession s or  su gges t io n s , t h u s  lo s in g h is  own  in d ivid u a lity. Se lf- 

in d u ced  s u b je c t ivi t y or  t r a n ce  is  t h e  o n ly con d it ion  in  w h ich  

cla ir vo ya n ce  ca n  b e  su cce s s fu lly accom p lish ed .

Th e  m ost  im p or ta n t  o f a ll t h e  p h en om en a  o ccu r r in g wh en  

t h e  Age n t  is  in  an  a bn or m a l s t a t e  a r e th e  a p p a r it ion s  p er ce ive d  a t  

or  a b ou t  th e  t im e  o f th e  Ag e n t ’s  d ea th . I t  is  a b so lu te ly n eces ­

s a r y to  u se h e r e  th e  va gu e  ph r a se, “ a t  or  a b ou t  th e  t im e  of 

d e a th ,”  in  or d er  to  cover  th e  w h ole  p r ocess o f d isso lu t ion  ; for , in  

fa ct , som e o f th e se  a p p ea r a n ces  w o u ld  seem  to  h a ve  b ee n  w it ­

n essed  a t  som e li t t le  in t e r va l b efor e  d ea th , o th e r s  a t  t h e  m om en t  

o f a p p a r en t  d e a th  a n d  o th er s  a ga in  a t  som e sh or t  t im e  a fter  

ap p a r en t  d e a th  h a d  su p er ven ed . I t  is  o b viou s  t h a t  w h e n  th e  

in te r va l b e tw e e n  d e a th  a n d  th e  ap p a r it ion  e xce e d s  a  ce r t a in  

le n gth , w e  a r e  b r o u gh t  face  to  face  w ith  p r ob lem s, a n d  p oss ib ly 

w ith  p h en om en a  o f a  q u ite  d iffer en t  k in d  fr om  th ose  w e  h a ve  

been  d iscu ss in g. Th e s e  p h en om en a  an d  th ese  p r ob lem s lie  o u t ­

s id e th e  scop e o f th is  m a ga zin e  a n d  ca n n ot , t h er efor e , b e  t r ea ted  

u pon . W e  sh a ll m e r e ly d iscu ss  th e  ca ses  in  w h ich  th e r e  is  a p ­

p r o xim a te  coin cid en ce  b e twe en  th e  d e a th  an d  th e  a p p a r it ion , an d
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th e se  ca ses  ar e q u it e  n u m er ou s. I n  m a n y o f th ese  cases, a s o f 

th ose  w h e r e  th e  e xcit e d  or  d yin g  p er son  is  t h e  P er cip ie n t , t h e  

evid e n ce  seem s to  p o in t  r a th e r  to  th e  vivifica t io n  o f  a  gen er a l 

rapport a lr e a d y e x is t in g  b e twe en  th e  p a r t ies , t h a n  to  a n y sp ecia l 

t r a n sfer en ce  o f th e  em ot ion  or  th o u gh t  o f th e  m om en t , a n d  th e  

im p r ession  p r od u ced  on  th e  P e r cip ie n t ’s  m in d  is  e ith e r  t h a t  of 

t h e  s en s ib le  p r esen ce  o f th e  Age n t ,  o r  is  a  s t r o n g id ea  o f h im , 

w it h o u t  a n y d is t in ct  r efer en ce to  w h a t  is  p a ss in g in  h is  m in d .

In  th e  R e p or t s  o f th e  P r ocee d in gs  o f th e  S o c ie t y for  P s y ­

ch ica l R ese a r ch , w e  fin d  th e  fo llo w in g n a r r a t ive , w r it t e n  b y Ca p ­

t a in  G . F .  R u sse ll Co lt , o f Ga r t sh er r ie , Co a tb r id ge , N .  B. :

“ I  was a t  home for  m y holidays, and r esidin g with m y fa t h er  and 

moth er , n ot  here, bu t  a t  a n ot h er  old  fa m ily pla ce in  Mid-Loth ia n , bu ilt  

by an a n cest or  in  Mary Queen of Scot s’ t ime, ca lled In ver esk  House. 

My bedr oom  was a  cu r iou s old  room , lon g and nar row, with  a  window at  

on e end of t h e r oom  and a door  a t  the oth er . My bed was on  th e r igh t  

of th e window, look in g towards the door . I  had a very dea r  br ot h er  (my 

eldest  br ot h er ), Oliver , lieu ten a n t  in  th e 7th Roya l F u silier s. He was 

a bou t  n in et een  years old, and had a t  th a t  t ime been  some mon th s before 

Seba stopol. I  cor r espon ded fr equ en t ly with h im, and on ce when he 

wrote in low spir it s, n ot  bein g well, I  sa id in  answer th a t  h e was t o ch eer  

u p, bu t  th a t  if a n yth ing did happen t o him, he m ust  let  m e know by a p ­

pear in g to m e in  my room , where we had oft en  as boys togeth er  sa t  a t  

n igh t  and in du lged in  a su r r ept it iou s pipe and cha t . Th is let t er , (I  

fou n d su bsequ en t ly) he r eceived as he was sta r t ing t o r eceive the sacra ­

m en t  fr om  a  clergym an  who has sin ce r ela t ed th e fa ct  t o me. Having 

don e this, h e went  t o th e en t r en ch m en ts and never  r etu r n ed, as in  a few 

hou r s a fterwards, th e st or m in g of th e Redan  com m en ced. He, on  the 

ca pta in  of h is com pa ny fa llin g, t ook  h is pla ce and led h is men bravely 

on . He had ju s t  led th em  with in  the walls, th ou gh  a lr ea dy wounded in  

severa l pla ces, when  a bu llet  st r u ck  h im in  the r igh t  t em ple and he fell 

am ongst  hea ps of oth er s, where he was fou n d in  a sor t  of kneelin g pos ­

tu r e (bein g pr opped u p by ot h er  dead bodies) th ir ty-six h ou r s afterwards. 

H is dea th  t ook  place, or  r a th er  he f e ll, th ou gh  he may n ot  have died 

im m edia tely, on  the 8 th of Septem ber , 1855.

“ Th a t  n igh t  I  awoke su dden ly, and saw fa cin g the win dow of my 

room , by m y bedside, su r rou nded by a ligh t  sor t  of ph osph or escen t  mist  

as it  were, m y br ot h er  kneeling. I  t r ied t o speak, bu t  cou ld  not . I  

bu r ied my h ea d in  th e bedclot h es, n ot  a t  a ll a fr a id (beca u se we had all 

been  br ou gh t  u p n ot  t o believe in  gh ost s or  appar it ions), bu t  sim ply to 

collect  my ideas, becau se I  had kn ot  been  th in kin g or  dr ea m in g of him, 

and indeed I  had for got t en  a ll a bou t  what  I  had wr it ten  t o h im a for t ­

n igh t  befor e. I  decided th a t  it  m ust  be fa n cy, and th e m oon ligh t  pla y-
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in g on  a towel, or  som eth in g on t  of place. Bu t  on  look in g up, t h ere he 

was again, look in g lovingly, implor ingly, and sa dly a t  me. I  t r ied again 

t o speak, bu t  fou n d m yself ton gu e-t ied. I  cou ld  n ot  u t t er  a sound. I 

sprang ou t  of bed, gla n ced th rou gh  th e window, and saw th a t  t h ere was 

no moon, bu t  it  was very dar k  and ra in ing hard, by the sou n d aga inst  

th e panes. I  tu r ned, and st ill saw poor  Oliver . I  sh u t  m y eyes, walked 

th rough  it  and r ea ched th e door  of th e room. As I  t u r n ed th e ha ndle, 

befor e leavin g th e r oom , I  look ed  once more back . Th e appa r it ion  

tu rn ed r ou n d his head slowly and again looked a n xiou sly an d lovin gly 

at  me, and I  saw th en  for  th e fir st  t ime a wound on  th e r igh t  t em ple 

with a r ed st ream fr om  it . H is fa ce was of a waxy pa le t in t , bu t  t r a n s­

pa ren t -look ing, and so was the reddish  mark. Bu t  it  is a lm ost  im possi­
ble t o descr ibe h is appearance. I  on ly know I  sha ll never  for get  it . I  

le ft  t h e r oom  and went  in t o a  fr ien d’s room a n d la y on  th e sofa  th e r est  

of t h e n igh t . I  t old  h im why. I  t old  oth er s in  th e hou se, bu t  when  I 

t old  m y fa t h er  he or der ed me n ot  t o repea t  su ch  n on sen se, and 

especia lly n ot  t o let  my m ot h er  know. On the Monda y followin g 

he r eceived a n ot e fr om  Sir  Andr ew Miln e t o say th a t  th e Redan  

was st ormed, bu t  n o par t icu la rs. I  t old  m y fr ien d t o let  me 

kn ow if he saw th e name am on g the k illed and wou nded befor e I 

did. Abou t  a  for t n igh t  la ter  he came t o m y bedr oom  in  h is m oth er  s 

house in  At h ole Cr escen t , in  Edinbu rgh , with  a  very gra ve fa ce. I  said, 

1 1  su ppose it  is t o t ell me th e sad news I  expect  ? * and he sa id, ( Yes.’ 

Both  th e colon el of the regim en t  and one or  two officer s wh o saw th e 

body con firm ed the fa ct  th a t  th e appearance was m u ch  a ccor din g t o m y 

descr ipt ion , and th e dea t h  wound was exa ct ly where I  had seen  it . Bu t  

none cou ld  say whet her  he a otu a lly died a t  t h e m om en t . H is a ppea r ­

ance, if so, mu st  have been  som e hour s a fter  dea th , as he appeared t o me 

a few minutes a ft er  two in  t h e morning. Mon th s la ter  h is small pr ayer - 

book  a n d  the let ter  I  ha d  w r it ten  to h im  were r et u r n ed t o In veresk , 

fou n d in  th e in n er  br east  pock et  of the tu n io whioh  he wore a t  his 

dea th. I  have th em  now.”

Mr . Co lt ' s  n a r r a t ive  w a s  cor r obor a ted  b y a  le t t e r  fr om  h is  

sis t er  an d  h e  m en tion ed  t h e  n am es o f se ve r a l p er son s w h ose  e vi ­

d en ce  w ou ld  su p p or t  it .

( t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d ) .


