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Telepathy.

A S T R A .

H E  com m u n ica t ion  b e twe en  tw o  m in d s  wh en  th e p e r cip i­

e n t  is  in  an  abn or m a l con d it ion  m a y be p laced  in  th e  

secon d  cla s s  o f t e le p a th ic p h en om en a . Th e r e  m a y be  a 

con d it io n  o f e xa lt e d  p er cep t ion  in  s leep , in  tr an ce, or  at  

t h e  m om en t  o f d e a th . T h e  d em a r ka t ion  b e tween  p u r e  t e le p a th y 

a n d  cla ir vo ya n ce  is d ifficu lt  t o  d e ter m in e  in  th is  ca se, a s th e  im ­

pr ession  fr e q u en t ly p r od u ces vizu a liza t io n . Th is  is  p e cu lia r ly th e  

fact  wh en  th e  p er cip ien t  is  a t  t h e  p o in t  o f d e a th .  W h ile  th e  s u b ­

con sciou s m in d  is  a ct ive  d u r in g s leep  th r o u gh  th e n a tu r a l closu r e  

o f th e  sen ses , a n d  in  t r an ce on  a cco u n t  o f an  a r t ificia lly in d u ced  

in a c t ivi t y o f  t h e  o b je ct ive  m in d , s t ill in  n e ith er  ca se  is it  in  th e  

con d it io n  o f  e xa lt e d  e xcit e m e n t , a s it  is  a t  t h e  h ou r  o f  d isso lu t ion . 

In  th is  la t t e r  ca se  it  wo u ld  seem  th a t  t h e  e xcit e m e n t  o f d a n ge r  

or  im m in e n t  d e a th  h a s  a  ve r y p o te n t  in flu e n ce  in  fa c ili t a t in g th e  

t r an sfer en ce  o f  su p er sen sor y im p r ession s, a n d  th o u gh , as a  r u le, 

it  is  n o t  t h e  p er cip ie n t , b u t  t h e  a ge n t , w h o  is d y in g  or  in d a n ger ,  

t h is  is  b y n o  m ea n s  a lw a ys  th e  ca se.

W h e n  th e  p e r cip ie n t  is  a s leep  a n d  th e  a ge n t  a w a ke , t h e  im ­

p r ession s ar e so r a r e ly s ta m p ed  u p on  th e  m em or y th a t  t h e y ar e  

n o t  l ik e ly to  be  ob ser ved  or  r em em ber ed . T h i s  is  m or e p a r t icu ­

la r ly th e  ca se  w h e n  th er e is  n o th in g o f an  e xt r a o r d in a r y n a tu r e  

in  th e  im p r ess ion , b u t  e ve n  sh ou ld  it  h a ve  u n u su a l fea tu r es, it  is  

too often  la u gh e d  a t  a s  a  p h a n t a sy o f  th e  b r a in  a n d  o f too  lit t le  

im p or ta n ce  to  com m a n d  a n y a t te n t ion .

In  th e  fo llo w in g case th e  im p r ess ion  w a s  v iv id  a n d  u n u su a l 

e n o u gh  to  fa s ten  it s e lf s t r o n gly in  th e  p e r cip ie n t ’s  m em or y, so 

t h a t  on  a w a k in g  h e  w a s  a b le  to  r eca ll it s  e ve r y d e ta il. Th e  n a m es  

o f  a ll t h e  p er son s con n e cted  w it h  th e  ca se  a r e in  th e  possession  o f 

t h e  wr iter , b u t  ca n n o t  be p u b lish e d .

In  Apr il, 1896, Mr . L., a west ern  gen t lem a n , lon g con n ect ed  with 

m a t t er s per t a in in g t o psych ica l r esear ch , was obliged  t o make a t r ip  t o 

New Yor k  on  som e persona l m a t t er s of im por t a n ce. On e of the m em ber s



S U G G E S T I O N S .73

of t h e fa m ily, wh ose gu est  he was, was n u r sin g a  fr ien d  who ha d u n d er ­

gon e a  severe su r gica l oper a t ion  a n d was t h en  in  a  cr it ica l con d it ion . 

Alt h ou gh  t h e t im e of Mr . L. was lim it ed , he det er m in ed t o wa it  u n t il a 

fa vor a ble oppor t u n it y of seein g her  pr esen ted it self, as she cou ld  be of 

m a ter ia l a ssista n ce t o h im  in  a  cer t a in  business t r a n sa ct ion . On th e 

t h ir d m or n in g of h is st a y he was a r ou sed by a dr ea m , in  wh ich  t h e figu re 

of t h is  you n g la dy, Miss W., pr esen t ed it self. Sh e look ed  sa dly a t  h im  

an d sa id : “Mrs. Z. is  dead. I  will see you  in t h e m or n in g.” Th e dr eam  

was so vivid t h a t  Mr . L. r em em ber ed ever y det a il of t h e dr ess wor n  by 

Miss W. At  br ea k fa st  h e r ela ted h is drea m t o th e fa m ily, wh o la u gh ­

in gly r equ ested h im  t o descr ibe h er  dress. Th is he d id  m in u t ely, t o t h e 

in t en se a st on ish m en t  of a ll, as t h e fa m ily were well aware he had n ot  

seen  h er  in  th a t  cost u m e. At  eleven  o’clock  in  t h e m or n in g Miss W. a r ­

r ived a t  t h e h ou se. H er  fr ien d  ha d d ied  du r in g t h e n igh t  and sh e had 

been  t h in k in g of seein g Mr . L. in  t h e m orn in g.

A  s im ila r  e xp e r ie n ce  w a s  r e la t ed  to  th e  w r it e r  b y Mr . L .  a n d  

t h e  s t a t e m e n t  ve r ified  b y  t h e  cor r esp on d en ce  r e la t in g to  t h e  m a t ­

ter  w h ich  h a d  p a sse d  b e tw ee n  h im  a n d  th e  a ge n t . Mr . L .  s a ys  : 

“ On e  e ve n in g r e ce n t ly, I  w a s  s i t t in g  in  m y s t u d y,  r e s t in g q u ie t ly  

in  a n  e a s y ch a ir , a n d , b e co m in g d r ow sy, fe ll a s leep . W h ile  in  

t h is  co n d it io n  I  im a gin e d  m ys e lf in  t h e  h ou se  o f  a  fr ien d , w h o  is  

a  m e d ica l p r a ct it io n er  in  N e w b u r gh , N .  Y .  H is  s is ter , M is s  K .t 

a  la d y ve r y d e e p ly in t e r es t ed  in  p s ych ica l r esea r ch  a n d  w it h  

wh om  I  h a ve  h a d  con s id er a b le  cor r esp on d en ce, w a s  s e a te d  a t  a  

d e s k  w r it in g a  le t t er . Sh e  sa id : *1 a m  w r it in g yo u  a  le t t e r , w h ich  

I  w ish  yo u  w o u ld  a n swe r  im m e d ia t e ly.’ T h e  vis io n  th e n  fa d ed  

ou t , o n ly to  r ea p p ea r , t h is  t im e  in  a  d iffer en t  r oom . B e in g  fa m ilia r  

w it h  th e  h ou se , I  r e co gn ized  th e  r oom  as th e  d in in g-r o o m . Miss  

K . w a s  sea ted  w ith  h e r  b a ck  to  th e  m a n te l-p iece , w r it in g  a  le t t e r  

on  th e  d in in g t a b le . N o  w o r d s  wer e  sp ok en  in  th is  secon d  vis ion .  

On  a r o u s in g fr om  m y s lee p , I  d is t in c t ly r em em ber ed  e ve r y p o r t ion  

o f th e  d r ea m , b u t  ca s t  i t  o u t  of m y m in d  a s  b e in g h ig h ly  im ­

p r ob a b le . I  h a d  r ea son  to  b e lie ve  th a t  M is s  K .  w a s  th e n  a t  a  

su m m e r  r esor t  in  t h e  m ou n ta in s , m or e th a n  a  h u n d r ed  m ile s  fr om  

N e w b u r gh . Ag a in ,  i t  seem ed  ve r y u n lik e ly t h a t  sh e  w o u ld  b e gin  

a le t t e r  in  on e  r oom  a n d  fin ish  i t  in  an o th er . J u d ge  o f m y su r ­

p r ise, h o we ve r , t o  r e ce ive  a  le t t e r  a  cou p le  o f  d a ys  la t e r , p o s t ­

m a r ked  ‘N e w b u r gh ,’ a n d  w r it t e n  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  m y d r ea m . M is s  

K .  h a d  m a d e a  flyin g  t r ip  h om e on  som e b u sin e ss  m a t te r s . In
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m y a n swe r  to  h er  le t ter , I  a s k e d  i f  sh e  h a d  w r it t e n  th e  le t t e r  in  

t h e  d in in g-r oom  a n d  r e ce ive d  t h e  fo llo w in g r e p ly : ‘I  b e ga n  m y

le t t e r  in  m y b r o th er ’s  office, b u t , a s  th er e  w a s  too  m u ch  n oise  th er e ,  

I  t o o k  m y w r it in g m a ter ia ls  t o  th e  d in in g-r o o m  a n d . fin ish ed  it  

t h er e .* **

H a d  t h e p er cip ien t  been  les s  in t er es t ed  in  t e le p a t h y  t h a n  M r . 

L . ,  t h e  th e o r e t ica l im p or ta n ce  o f th e  im p r ess ion  w o u ld  n o t  h a ve  

been  d iscer n ed . I t  w o u ld  h a ve  been  t h o u gh t  t r ivia l a n d  p u r p o se ­

less— m e r e ly in cr ed ib le , a  p h a n t a s y o f  th e  b r a in . Mr . T .  a ssu r ed  

m e t h a t  h e  h a d  n o t  been  t h in k in g  o f  t h e  a ge n t  a t  t h e  t im e , n or  

h a d  a n yt h in g  occu r r ed  t h a t  w o u ld  s e r ve  to  s u gge s t  t h a t  M is s  K .  

w a s  a b o u t  to  w r it e  h im  a  le t t e r . T h e  m os t  in t e r e s t in g in cid e n t s  

in  th e  ca se  a r e th ose  w h ich  le n t  an  im p r o ba b le  ch a r a cte r  t o  th e  

e n t ir e  d r ea m , n a m e ly: t h e  p r esen ce o f  M is s  K .  in  N e w b u r gh ,  

w h e n  Mr . L .  su p p osed  h er  to  b e  m or e th a n  a  h u n d r e d  m ile s  a w a y,  

a n d  th e  w r it in g  o f  th e  le t t e r  in  tw o  d iffe r en t  r oom s.

( t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d . )

D AY AN D  N IGH T.

F i o n a  M a c l e o d .

Fr o m  gr e y o f d u s k  t h e  ve ils  u n fo ld  

T o  p ea r l a n d  a m e t h ys t  a n d  go ld —

T h u s  is  t h e  n e w  d a y w o ve n  a n d  sp u n .

Fr o m  glo r y o f b lu e  to  r a in bowT-sp r a y,

Fr o m  su n s e t -go ld  to  vio le t -gr e y—

T h u s  is  t h e  r e s t fu l n igh t  r e -won .


